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Terms of reference for policy-supporting research
 Support to the gender policy
1. Context

The Belgian cooperation promotes the equality of women and men and integrates the gender dimension into its daily work. In this sense, it contributes to the achievement of all Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for men and women. Special attention is paid to SDG 5: "Achieving gender equality and empowering all women and girls".
Integrating gender into development cooperation policy means contributing to the implementation of two Belgian laws. Firstly, the law on development cooperation of 13 March 2013, which provides in Article 11 that cooperation integrates transversally, in all its interventions, the gender dimension. Secondly, the law of 12 January 2007 on gender mainstreaming, which concerns all federal policies, notes in its article 3 that each minister integrates the gender dimension into all the policies, measures and actions within his or her competence.
At the international level, Belgium has subscribed a number of treaties, conventions, resolutions and action plans all aimed at promoting gender equality and women's rights, as well as the effective exercise of these rights (CEDAW, Gender Action Plan, UN Resolution 1325, Sustainable Development Goals, etc.).
On March 8, 2016, the Belgian cooperation published two foundational documents:

1. The strategic note "Gender in development cooperation", which explains the approach developed by Belgian cooperation in the field of gender, and the 4 priorities in this area.

2. The action plan on gender mainstreaming: it details the activities to be implemented in order to operationalize the four priorities of the gender strategy note. It is a simple, flexible tool that supports the administration on a daily basis (DGD in Brussels, bi- and multilateral posts).

Both documents have been widely disseminated within the DGD, Embassies where Belgian cooperation develops a program of cooperation, and also at multilateral posts (Geneva UN, New York UN, Paris OECD).

2. Defining the problem and identifying fields of activity
Cartographic and Analytical Study
Many programs and projects are funded by the Belgian cooperation in the area of gender, whether in the framework of calls for projects, bilateral cooperation programs or whether developed by NGOs or by multilateral actors.

However, there is no mapping or ex post analysis presenting the results gathered, the best practices and the lessons learned from these projects. The last evaluation of the previous strategic note focused on gender dates from 2002. If the actions of the Belgian cooperation are to be as effective as possible, they should ideally benefit from the lessons learned from the projects and programs carried out.

It should also be noted that the action plan published in 2016 includes (very) numerous activities and indicators, for which a selection is required for the actors of the administration. How to choose these activities? Why aim for one indicator and not another? The analysis of past experiences should help to make these choices.
Technical assistance to reporting
In addition, Belgian cooperation must prepare annually numerous reports related to the integration of the gender dimension, be they federal, European or international (United Nations). The best known are: reports on the implementation of the Law of 7 July 2007 on gendermainstreaming, the Gender Action Plan of the European Union, the National Action Plan on Resolution 1325 Women, Peace and Security, the National Action Plan (NAP) violence, the use of the Gender marker developed by the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) within the OECD.
On this basis, the two components of support are sought, to be executed simultaneously:

1. The realization of a cartographic and analytical study of projects carried out in the field of gender by the Belgian Cooperation between 2015 and 2018;

2. Technical and analytical assistance to (a) the implementation of gender-related reporting and (b) the use of the gender marker in the PRISMA database.

3. Expected results of policy support for Belgian Development Cooperation
The research team will develop both research and operational work. This dual approach will make it possible to better grasp the reality of Belgian cooperation. The results should lead to both an overview of the Belgian landscape in terms of gender, the formulation of recommendations and the creation of a guide.

1. Carrying out a cartographic and analytical study of the actions carried out in the field of gender

This will lead to an overview of what the Belgian cooperation is doing in terms of gender mainstreaming. The study will look at both bilateral cooperation projects, supporting civil society organizations, and supporting multilateral organizations. The choice will be on projects closed at the moment when the mapping starts. The mission will focus specifically on projects carried out between 2015 and 2018, in order to have the perspective over several years.

The study should make it possible to answer the following question: what did the Belgian cooperation on gender issues from 2015 to 2018; in which places, with which partners and what were the results?

In addition to providing a global view of what has been done, the cartographic and analytical study should also include best practices and lessons learned, in particular to help formulate recommendations for a (near) future. The second component of this support (technical assistance, see below) is also part of a broader framework that will also isolate lessons learned and derive operational benefits.

2. Technical and analytical support for the implementation of gender-related reporting and the use of the gender marker in the PRISMA database.
Gender-related reporting is an important part of the work carried out by the gender desk in Belgian cooperation. The reports are numerous, diverse and have deadlines falling at various times during the year. They require the involvement of embassies, colleagues from different directorates at the DGD and external partners. The use of the gender marker in the PRISMA database can also be considered as a reporting activity, which usually suffers - for lack of resources - from an analytical review.

The differentiated timings mean that the various actors of Belgian cooperation and its partners are constantly solicited during the year, for sometimes very similar requests. The information requested should be systematized in order to respond in a timely manner to the various reports.

The objective here will be to participate concretely in the implementation of the different reports, in duet with the gender expert within the DGD, and make data gathering for these reports a more systematic exercise instead of one off. This operational work will also feed the first part of this research, since it will inform the DGD about what is done in terms of gender mainstreaming, at the very moment of the research.

3. Operational Recommendations
The strands in points 1. and 2. must provide the DGD with support for the gender policy developed. The researcher must not only provide food for thought, but also operational recommendations on how best to change the implementation of gender mainstreaming.

This should include:

· A guide that will allow the DGD as well as the implementing actors to operationalize the recommendations and which will provide a precise argument and instructions to do so, ideally by type of cooperation;

· Recommendations for possible adaptations of the channels of Belgian cooperation;

· Workshops to sensitize stakeholders to a pragmatic approach to gender mainstreaming.
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